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INSET DAYS 

Friday 13th March 2026 - Cluster Inset Day 

Friday 17th July 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026  

 
 

Thank you all for the fabulous support you have given Garnteg this year. On 

behalf of the pupils, staff and Governors we would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and healthy New Year. We look forward to 

seeing you all in 2025. Nadolig Llawen! 
 

 
Carols Under The Arch 2025 

Our pupils have been working closely with Noddfa Church making items to sell at Carols Under the 

Arch on Sunday 21st December 2025 at 7:00pm, pupils will also be singing. This is a wonderful 

carol service which unites the whole community. We hope to see you there! 
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Term Dates - 2024/2025 Academic Year 

Term Term Begins Half Term Begins Half Term Ends Term Ends 

Autumn 
Monday 
01.09.25 

Monday 
27.10.25 

Friday 
31.10.25 

Friday 
19.12.25 

Spring 
Monday 

05.01.26 

Monday 

16.02.26 

Friday 

20.02.26 

Friday 

27.03.26 

Summer 
Monday 

13.04.26 

Monday 

25.05.26 

Friday 

29.05.26 

Monday 

20.07.26 

 
 

Attendance Winners 🌟 

Da iawn to our amazing attendance winners who had 100% attendance for the Autumn Term! 56 of 

them each received a certificate and a prize for their amazing efforts this term.  

Pupils with most improved attendance for Autumn term also received certificates and a prize  

Congratulations to you all! Keep up your hard work and resilience, we are so proud of you all! 

#NotInMissOut 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

Attendance in school time 

A reminder of the importance of good attendance as we begin the Spring term. 

Everyday counts!  

If pupils arrive at 9:00 and after, please can all parents & carers take them to the school 

office so they can be taken to the classrooms from the school reception. 

Please contact the school office as soon as possible from 8.20am to inform of your child’s 

absence. The office phonelines can be extremely busy, please use the absence line 1 and leave a 

message with your child's name, class and reason absence. 

 

The Welsh Government recommends that family holidays are taken outside school terms as this 

counts as a school absence even if it is authorised or un-authorised and this effects pupils' 

attendance. 

Torfaen guidance and Welsh Government state that all leaners should have attendance between 

100% and 95% anything below will be monitored by the school and the Local Authority Education 

Welfare officer. 

You must make a formal request to the Headteacher to take children on holiday during the school 

term this will then consider the reasons for the holiday, the pupil’s past attendance, and the 

effects the absence will have on the pupil’s learning. 

If the request is declined, it will be classed as unauthorised, and you may be issued with a Fixed 

Penalty Notice. 

 

#NotinMissOut 

 

School Messaging and Communication  

Important message for parents and carers: 

From January 2026 the school will be refining its general electronic and messaging systems 

during the school day  due to  the volume of electronic messages received by class teachers 

during teaching time with their class and outside of school hours the direct DO JO messaging to 

teacher function will therefore no longer be available from the new year January 2026. All other 

functions will still be available. This will be replaced with a new extension line number for urgent 

messages into the office in school line and Staff members on each lower and upper school gates 

in the morning to take any urgent messages. Any other correspondence remains the same and we 

ask that any appointment for contact will always be through the main office or with staff at drop 

off and pick up times when staff are available.  

 To assist both yourselves and the school communication team we ask that you complete the short 

data form informing us of the regular contacts that may pick up your child on a regular basis this 

will aim to cut down the amount of messages during the school day informing pick up times.  

The information will be added to the pupil contact sheet for your child. This will enable the 

teachers and office to identify key parents and home time adults etc quickly. Thank you in 

advance for completing the form and sending it back to us. 

  

 



   

 

   

 

Christmas Raffle 

 

Da Iawn to all the winners chosen in the raffle, we hope you enjoy your prizes. A huge thank you 

to everyone who supported our school with purchasing tickets and for the wonderful donations we 

received. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Diolch yn fawr! 

 

Guess the Sweets Competition 

Thank you for entering our Nursery guess the sweets competition during our Christmas Market. 

The winner was Hunter in Nursery who was the closest to the total of 255!  

 

Wellbeing Training Sessions  

We are looking to hold some wellbeing training sessions in school during the Spring Term. We 

would like to know which sessions you are most interested in attending.  

Please see the below link to a short survey. 

 

Wellbeing Training Sessions Survey  

 

 

Online Safety Tips  

 

 

https://forms.gle/Arv7ua9Q6Kt1HdsM6


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attendance Winners 08th  – 12th December 2025 

Congratulations to Nursery Mrs Rogers who were foundation phase attendance winners for last 

week with 72.73% and Dosbarth 7 Mr Phillips in KS2 with 92.41%  

WELL DONE! DA IAWN! 
This week’s attendance figures are 

Year % overall Class Percentage Year 

% 

overall 

 

Class Percentage 

Nursery 83.93 0 83.93 
3 / 4 

87.69 5 84.29 

 

Reception 
71.86 

1 71.86 6 90 

  
4 

 

90 

7 92.41 

1 75.71 
2 68.93   

  
5 / 6  

 

88.50 

8 86.90 

1 / 2  73.91 
3 83.93 9 89.67 

4 71.88 
5 / 6 

 

89.48 

10 90.67 

    11 88.62 

 

 



   

 

   

 

Class 
Target by end of 

year 
Current percentage  

to date 

3 95 91.36 

4 95 90.97 

5 95 92.19 

6 95 92.12 

7 95 94.78 

8 95 88.95 

9 95 93.05 

10 95 93.05 

11 95 92.29 
 

 

 

 

Meithrin – Wow what a fantastic term you have had in nursery. You have learnt so many new skills and 

friends. It has been an absolute pleasure for us to get to know you. We would like to thank the parents 

and carers for the support that you have given us throughout the term and you playing such an active part 

in the children’s learning. Jut a reminder that snack is £1.00 a week. All that is left to say is that we wish 

you a merry Christmas and a happy new year. 

 

Dosbarth 1 – Our Reception class has worked incredibly hard this term, showing fantastic progress and 

enthusiasm in everything, we do. We have all grown so much in confidence, taking on new challenges with 

big smiles and positive attitudes. It’s been wonderful to see everyone becoming more independent—

whether it’s putting on our own coats, writing our names, or exploring new learning activities. We are so 

proud of how far we’ve come and how much we’ve achieved together this term! We wish you a lovely 

Christmas and New Year. 🎄 

 

Dosbarth 2- Dosbarth dau, you have climbed to sparkle this term. You have challenged your independence, 

worked to develop your writing skills and expanded your math’s skills. We have enjoyed our first term as a 

year one class and look forward to seeing you after the Christmas break. Diolch yn fawr to families for 

your support, please continue to support your children to return their reading books and homework 

challenges throughout the Spring term. Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year. 🎉  

 

 

https://emojiterra.com/party-popper/


   

 

   

 

Dosbarth 3 – Da iawn dosbarth tri for a wonderful Autumn term!        We have enjoyed our topic, ‘Goodbye 

Summer, Hello Autumn’ and have learnt many new skills. We have made new friends and settled well into 

our classroom. We are excited to see what our new term will bring. Diolch to families for your continued 

support. We wish you a lovely Christmas and New Year. 🎄 

 

Dosbarth 4 – WOW!! What a fantastic term we have had! You have really shown maturity this term and 

have settled into year two perfectly. We are so proud of your efforts so far and your Christmas concert 

made you shine like the stars you are! Thank you for your continued support parents/guardian. Have a 

wonderful Christmas with your families and we will see you in the new year! 

 

Dosbarth 5 & 6 – Diolch yn fawr for another wonderful week, and the end of a fantastic Autum Term. 

This week we have enjoyed writing our own Christmas stories, our class parties and solving Christmas 

maths problems! Have a wonderful break, a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year! We will see you 

back on 5th January for our new topic ‘The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Music’.  

 

Dosbarth 7– What a wonderful term we have had in Dosbarth 7. Well done on being the attendance 

winners for the term in KS2 and for being top of the living tracker for the last 3 months! Enjoy your 

holiday. We will soon be preparing for our class assembly in January and starting our new topic, The Hills 

are Alive with the Sound of Music.  Have a wonderful Christmas and a a happy New Year. 

 

Dosbarth 8 –   What a wonderful term we have had in Dosbarth 8!  The children have all worked so hard 

and have already made great progress, we are so proud of all of them!  We are looking forward to our new 

topic for the Spring term – Myths and Marvel.  Thank you for your continued support and we wish you a 

merry Christmas and a happy new year!         

 

Dosbarth 9 – What a fantastic term we’ve had, we are so proud of all your efforts. A reminder that 

swimming will commence the first week back, have a wonderful Christmas. 

 

Dosbarth 10 – A big well done to the whole class for working so hard in our topic United in Difference. 

You have made Mrs Cox and I very proud. We wish you a magical Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 

Dosbarth 11 – A huge well done to the class for such a wonderful first term in year six. You have worked 

so incredibly hard and made us extremely proud. We cannot wait to start our new topic –Myths and marvel, 

I know you are keen to start researching. Have a wonderful Christmas and I look forward to seeing you in 

2026.         

 

 

Community Notices 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
The Millennium Hall are running 3 warm hubs on a weekly basis for the next few months. 

Monday: 11am – 2pm will be just a warm hub (free refreshments and somewhere to go and have a chat) 

Wednesday: 1pm – 4pm will be a film club (free to attend) 

Saturday: 11am – 2pm will be a family film club (free to attend) 

  

Victoria Village Hall: 

Thursday: Cake and Company 11am – 1pm (free refreshments) 

 

Coedwedd Community Hub  

 

Coedwedd Community Hub offer sessions in our local community for adults, including DIY, Chat and Snack 

and Craft and Relax. Please visit their website to find out more.  

Coedwedd Community Hub | Home | Stanley Road, Gardiffaith, Abersychan, Pontypool 

 

 
 

https://www.coedweddcommunityhub.co.uk/


   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 
 



   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

Kindest Regards, 
Haver a wonderful Christmas and new Year  , Stay safe and 
enjoy all festive acticities look forward to seeing you all in the 
New Year . Nadolig Llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda ! 
 

Mrs Roche & all the staff at Garnteg Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

 
 


